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Dear Ally in the Campaign to STOP Genetically Engineered Trees, 
 
Thank you for taking the time to help us stop the release of genetically engineered trees into the 
environment.  This Action Tool Kit was developed to give you some tools to take action locally against 
GE trees. 
 
You have now joined a growing movement in the U.S., Canada and across the world to prevent the 
potentially devastating establishment of GE tree plantations.  And you are just in time.  Recently South 
Carolina-based ArborGen, the worldÕs largest GE trees corporation, announced plans to begin 
commercially marketing huge plantations of genetically engineered eucalyptus trees for paper and 
biofuels throughout the US South.  In order to stop this threat, we need to build a powerful grassroots 
movement that can voice the growing public opposition to GE trees. 
 
You will find enclosed in this tool kit the following: 
 

• Information on the STOP GE Trees Campaign 
• A poster to organize a showing of the GE trees DVD ÒA Silent Forest.Ó  The film may be ordered 

by contacting us at the above address, phone, email or website. 
• A Public Service Announcement (PSA) for the film showing 
• A handout with basic GE trees info and a GE trees video ordering slip for distribution at video 

showings or other public events 
• A sample letter to the editor 
• A sign-on letter to the United Nations to enact a permanent moratorium against genetically 

engineered trees 
• Information on downloading a report on GE trees issued by World Rainforest Movement in 2004. 
• Email lists you can join to find out the latest on the GE trees issue. 
• A website where you can go to see what is being done in your region on GE trees research and 

development. 
• Instructions on using the enclosed tools. 

 
Thank you for helping us win the fight to stop the genetic engineering of trees. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Orin Langelle 
Coordinator 
STOP GE Trees Campaign 
 
 
THE STOP GE TREES CAMPAIGN includes Sierra Club, Rainforest Action Network, ForestEthics, Dogwood 
Alliance, WildLaw, Southern Forests Network, Global Justice Ecology Project, ISE Biotechnology Project, 
Canadian Biotechnology Action Network, Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center, NW Resistance Against Genetic 
Engineering and Food for MaineÕs Future.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
ABOUT THE STOP GE TREES CAMPAIGN 
 
THE STOP GE TREES CAMPAIGN was founded in January 2004, and includes Sierra Club, Rainforest Action 
Network, Forest Guild, ForestEthics, Dogwood Alliance, WildLaw, Southern Forests Network, Global Justice 
Ecology Project, ISE Biotechnology Project, Polaris Institute, Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center, NW 
Resistance Against Genetic Engineering and GE Free Maine.  
 
STOP GE Trees Campaign Goals: The goals of the STOP GE Trees Campaign are to prevent the 
commercialization of genetically engineered tree plantations and to remove any test plots of GE trees that have 
already been released into the environment.  
 
STOP GE Trees Campaign Objectives: Build economic disincentives, social pressure and legal barriers to stop 
the release of GE trees into the environment 
 
STOP GE Trees Activities: 
 

a) PUBLIC EDUCATION AND MEDIA CAMPAIGN:  The Campaign Media Committee educates the 
public about the dangers of GE trees and debunks GE tree industry propaganda (which includes 
promoting use of GE trees to stop global warming; clean up toxic waste sites; and reduce pressure on 
native forests, among others).   

 
b) FRUIT TREE CAMPAIGN: The STOP GE Trees Campaign is raising awareness about the engineering 

of fruit trees in the U.S. and around the world.  We are using the GE papaya disaster in Hawaii as an 
example of how GE in fruit can go terribly wrong.  On the Big Island of Hawaii, GE papaya has 
contaminated organic and wild papaya at a rate of over 50%.  In addition, the GE papaya, engineered to 
resist ring spot virus is now very vulnerable to black spot fungus and growers must spray their crops 
every ten days with toxic fungicides to cope with the problem. As well, GE papaya is believed to contain 
allergenic properties.  The USDA has also approved the commercial release of a GE plum tree. If you or 
your organization already works on GE food issues, consider incorporating work on GE fruit trees. 

 
c) GE TREES DOCUMENTARY: We are distributing a new 45 minute GE trees documentary A Silent 

Forest, narrated by renowned geneticist Dr. David Suzuki, which explains the case against GE trees in a 
way that is highly accessible. We hope to also conduct speaking tours around the country with the video. 
If you are interested in sponsoring a speaking tour in your region, contact us.  Includes subtitles in 
Spanish and Mandarin.  To order go to www.customflix.com/207574 

 
d) COMMUNITY ORGANIZING: The STOP GE Trees Campaign is collaborating with grassroots efforts 

in the U.S. and Canada on the following initiatives.  To get involved, contact us. 
a. Local bans on GE Trees: We work in cooperation with grassroots groups to help launch local 

initiatives to ban the commercial release of GE trees.  Make your community a GE Free Zone! 
b. Liability Laws: We work with local groups that are campaigning to reverse liability laws so that 

corporations can be sued if their genetically engineered material contaminates private or public 
lands.  Current legal precedent gives corporations the right to sue landowners for patent violations 
if their land is contaminated by the companyÕs patented GE material. 

 
e) For the latest information on the issue of GE trees, go to www.stopgetrees.org or  

www.globaljusticeecology.org/stopgetrees.php 
 
 
Contact the STOP GE Trees Campaign at info@stopgetrees.org or  go to www.stopgetrees.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Instructions for  Using the GE Trees Action Tool K it 
 

1) Letter  to the Editor : Use the enclosed sample letter to the editor as a template to create a letter 
to your local newspaper that expresses your opinions about genetically engineered trees.  Studies 
have shown that the Opinion page in the newspaper is the most read page, which means that 
writing a letter to the editor is a very effective way to reach thousands of people with information 
about the dangers of genetically engineered trees.  Most letters are required to be under 250 
words.  Consult your local paper for letter to the editor submission guidelines.  This can also be a 
good way to advertise a local showing of the GE trees video, A Silent Forest. 

 
2) United Nations Sign On Letter : Make copies of this sign-on letter circulate it at meetings and 

leave in locations where people can read and sign it.  Your local coop, fair trade store, organic 
restaurant or resource center are good places to start.  Make sure to collect the filled out copies 
and send them back to us. 

 
3) Poster : Use the enclosed poster to advertise a showing of the GE trees documentary A Silent 

Forest.  Be sure to fill in the information on the bottom of the poster.  Photocopy and post widely.   
 

a. When: insert day of week, date and time of day of the showing 
b. Where: insert location including street address and town 
c. Cost: insert Òdonation of $xx requestedÓ*  or Òfree and open to the publicÓ 
d. For Info: include contact phone number 
 

*  I f charging for  a showing, please send 10% of proceeds to the producers: Three 
Americas, 718 Walnut Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 95061 [required] 

 
4) Video Showing Public Service Announcement: Use this to advertise your local showing of the 

video in the calendars of local newspapers, weekly publications, newsletters, etc.  Many 
publications have deadlines, so check first.  Deadlines for local papers may be as early as two 
weeks before the event date.  For newsletters, it could be a month or more. Fill in the when, 
where, cost and info as you did for the poster. 

 
5) GE Trees Handout and Video Order ing Slip: Copy and hand this out to participants at your 

video showing or public event to give people some resources to find additional information, order 
the video or support the campaign. 

 
6) Organizing a Showing.  Okay, youÕve decided you want to organize a showing.  YouÕve ordered 

a copy of the DVD A Silent Forest and now youÕre not sure how to proceed.  Here are some 
simple steps to get you started: 

 
a. Venue: Identify a venue for the showing.  This can be your living room, a classroom at 

the local grade school or university, the local peace and justice center or wherever ten or 
more people can comfortably gather to watch the DVD.  Be sure the venue has a DVD 
player and TV, or a DVD player, projector and screen (best for larger venues).   

b. Co-Sponsors: Think about local groups that might want to co-sponsor the showing with 
you.  They may then be able to help with publicity work and get the word out to their 
members.  They might have ideas about venues as well.  Make sure to put their name on 
the poster and public service announcement (PSA). 

c. Publicity: Use the sample letter to the editor, poster and PSA enclosed to get the word 
out about your event.  If you have co-sponsors, ask them to send out an email to their 
members.  Contact friends you think would be interested via email or phone.  Ask them 
to tell others. 

d. Getting ready of the day of the event: Make sure you get to the venue an hour ahead of 
time to arrange chairs, test the DVD equipment, put out literature, and mentally prepare 
yourself. 

e. Consider using the showing to organize a local chapter  of the STOP GE Trees 
Campaign. 

 



Film Showing: 
 

A SILENT FOREST: 
The Growing Threat—Genetically Engineered 

Trees 
 

Narrated by Dr. David Suzuki  
of PBS’ The Natu r e for  Th i ngs 

 

 
 
ÒGE trees have the potential to wreak ecological havoc throughout the worldÕs native forests.  GE Trees could also impact 
wildlife as well as rural and indigenous communities that depend on intact forests for their food, shelter, water, livelihood 
and cultural practices. As a geneticist, I believe there are far too many unknown and unanswered questions to be growing 
genetically engineered plantsÑ  food crops or treesÑ in open fields.  GE trees should not be released into the environment 
in commercial plantations and any outdoor test plots or existing plantations should be removed."    
          -- Dr. David Suzuki  
 

When:   
 

Where:   
 

Cost:  
 

For info:  
 

Co-sponsored by:  
 

 
www.stopgetrees.org / www.globaljusticeecology.org 



 
PUBLI C SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT (PSA) Date:  
 
Contact:  
 
Film Showing: A Silent Forest:  The Growing Threat—Genetically Engineered Trees 
Narrated by Dr. David Suzuki of PBSÕ The Nature of Things 
 
When:   
 
Where:  
 
Cost: 
 
For information contact:  
 
In A Silent Forest, renowned geneticist Dr. David Suzuki challenges the genetic engineering of trees.  In 
a letter of support to the campaign to stop genetically engineered trees, Dr. Suzuki states, Ò[GE trees] 
have the potential to wreak ecological havoc throughout the worldÕs native forests.  GE trees could also 
impact wildlife as well as rural and indigenous communities that depend on intact forests for their food, 
shelter, water, livelihood and cultural practices."  He continues, "as a geneticist, I believe there are far 
too many unknown and unanswered questions to be growing genetically engineered plantsÑ food crops 
or treesÑ in open fields.  GE trees should not be released into the environment in commercial 
plantations and any outdoor test plots or existing plantations should be removed." 
 
This 45-minute documentary has been two years in the making. Produced by Three Americas, Inc. 
and Raindancer Films and Directed by Ed Schehl with consultation from Global Justice Ecology 
Project, A Silent Forest addresses the broad spectrum of concerns surrounding genetically 
engineered trees, from impacts on forests to wildlife to human health. 
 
This showing is co-sponsored by: 



 
About Genetically Engineered Trees: A One-Page Primer and Video Order Form 
 

 “We have no control over the movement of insects, birds and mammals, wind and rain that carry pollen.  
Genetically engineered trees, with the potential to transfer pollen for hundreds of miles carrying genes for traits 
including insect resistance, herbicide resistance, sterility and reduced lignin, thus have the potential to wreak 
ecological havoc throughout the world's native forests. GE trees could also impact wildlife as well as rural and 
indigenous communities that depend on intact forests for their food, shelter, water, livelihood and cultural 
practices. 
 
 “As a geneticist, I believe there are far too many unknowns and unanswered questions to be growing genetically 
engineered plants – food crops or trees - in open fields.  GE trees should not be released into the environment in 
commercial plantations and any outdoor test plots or existing plantations should be removed.” 
 

-Dr. David Suzuki  
 

  Many red flags have been raised about the genetic engineering of our food supply.  Few people, however, realize 
that trees are also being genetically engineered.  The release of GE trees into the environment will have dire 
consequences and must be stopped. 
 

  Release of GE trees into the environment assures that engineered traits will escape, contaminating native forests 
with these traits.  Pollen studies by researchers at Duke University in North Carolina show that tree pollen can 
travel for over 1,000 miles, meaning widespread contamination by GE trees cannot be avoided or prevented, 
except by not allowing the release of GE trees into the environment in the first place.   
 

  Trees are being engineered to kill insects, resist toxic herbicides, grow faster, and have reduced lignin (the 
substance that protects the tree and makes it strong), among other things.  Escape of these traits into native forests 
will cause forest health crises that exacerbate global warming, devastate forest dwelling communities, and result 
in increased extinctions of species.  These impacts are irreversible. 
 

  In addition, legal precedents indicate that if a landownerÕs trees are contaminated by GE tree pollen, they may be 
sued for patent violations by the corporation that patented the GE tree.   
 

  A ban on the release of GE trees into the environment is absolutely critical and must be enacted immediately.   
 

  Please support the efforts to ban GE trees with a contribution today.  Thank you. 
 

The STOP GE Trees Campaign includes the following groups: Sierra Club, Rainforest Action Network, 
Dogwood Alliance, Polaris Institute, Institute for Social Ecology Biotechnology Project, GE Free Maine, 
ForestEthics, Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center, Northwest RAGE, WildLaw, Southern Forests Network, and 
Global Justice Ecology Project. 
 
 

Yes! I support the STOP Genetically Engineered Trees Campaign! 
 

Here’s my gift of support: 
 

!  $35 living lightly !  $250 supporter 
!  $50 regular  !  $500 sponsor 
!  $100 sustainer  !  other $______ 
!  Please do not share my name with others 
 

Name(s) _________________________________ 
 

Address__________________________________ 
 

Phone___________________________________ 
 

Email ___________________________________ 
 

!  I have also included $25 to buy a DVD of the new GE trees documentary, A Silent Forest, narrated by Dr. David Suzuki. 
 
RETURN COMPLETED SLIP TO: !STOP GE Trees Campaign, PO Box 412 Hinesburg, VT 05461    
(802) 482-2689    www.stopgetrees.org    www.globaljusticeecology.org 
 

Please charge to my credit card:     
 

!  visa     !  mastercard 
 

Card # ___________________________________________ 
 

Exp. date _____________ 
 

Signature___________________________________________ 
 

Print name on card____________________________________ 
 

(address above must match your credit card billing address) 



(265 words) 
 
Dear Editor,       [insert todayÕs date] 
 
Many red flags have been raised about the genetic engineering of our food supply.  Few people, 
however, realize that trees are also being genetically engineered.  Corporations are engineering trees for 
both paper and biofuels with no concern for the publicÕs best interests. The release of GE trees into the 
environment will have dire consequences and must be stopped. 
 
Tree pollen and seeds can travel for hundreds of miles.  GE trees could contaminate native forests over 
long distances with traits that would make them kill insects, resist toxic herbicides, and have reduced 
lignin (which would make the tree susceptible to disease, insects, wind and cold), among other things.  
This will cause forest health crises that worsen global warming, devastate communities whose 
livelihoods depend on forests, and result in increased extinctions of species.  These impacts are 
irreversible. 
 
Companies are engineering non-native eucalyptus trees for the US South.  Eucalypus are highly invasive 
and could colonize native forests, outcompeting native trees and plants.  They use huge quantities of 
water and have caused droughts in regions where they are planted.  They also burn very easily and could 
cause massive wildfires if planted here.  This would also contribute to global warming. 
 
In addition, legal precedents indicate that if a landownerÕs trees are contaminated by GE tree pollen, that 
landowner could be sued for patent violations by the corporation that patented the GE tree.  
 
A ban on the release of GE trees into the environment is absolutely critical and must be enacted 
immediately.  Contact [local contact name and number here] or go to www.globaljusticeecology.org 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
[ful l name and aff iliation, if any 
with town of residence and phone number] 



SIGN ON LETTER TO THE UNITED NATIONS  RE: GENETICALLY ENGINEERED TREES 
 
We the undersigned call on the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity to issue a permanent moratorium on the 
release of genetically engineered trees into the environment. 
 
Genetically engineered trees will cause forest health crises that exacerbate global warming, devastate forest dwelling 
communities, and result in increased extinctions of species.  These impacts are irreversible. 
 
* Trees engineered to resist insects will kill beneficial insects and create insecticide-resistant 
"super-pests," and leading to increased use of toxic chemical pesticides.  Studies of the Bt gene, 
used in insect-resistant trees, have found that it may have serious impacts on human health when 
ingested or inhaled. 
 

* Trees engineered to resist disease will lead to more virulent diseases. 
 

* Faster growing tree plantations rapidly deplete ground water and soils, impacting local 
communities and native ecosystems, and leading to increased conversion of native forests for new 
plantations. 
 

* Trees engineered for reduced lignin will be more susceptible to disease, insects and 
environmental stresses.  Dead low-lignin trees will decompose more quickly, releasing CO2, a 
greenhouse gas. 
 

* Industry researchers admit that they cannot guarantee 100% sterility in GE trees.  This means 
pollen from trees engineered to kill insects, resist herbicides, grow faster and have reduced lignin 
will escape into native forests, leading to a domino effect of genetic contamination and ecological 
devastation that cannot be stopped.  These impacts can never be reversed. 
 

Name    Address      Email  
 
 

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY 
Return filled petitions to STOP GE Trees, PO Box 412, Hinesburg, VT 05461 USA 

www.stopgetrees.org / www.globaljusticeecology.org 



Webliography for Additional Information on Genetically Engineered Trees 
 
http://www.stopgetrees.org 
 
http://new.globaljusticeecology.org/stopgetrees.php 
 
To download World RainforestÕs Booklet on GE trees in English or Spanish go to 
http://www.wrm.org.uy   then click on ÒpublicationsÓ on the left side menu, click on ÒbooksÓ and scroll 
down to ÒGenetically Modified Trees, the Ultimate Threat to Forests,Ó and download the PDF in English 
or Spanish. 
 
World Rainforest Movement’s website is also an excellent source for other information on genetically 
engineered trees, industrial timber plantations and carbon sink plantations. http://www.wrm.org.uy 
 
Animal Plant Health Inspection Service website.  Entities have to register with APHIS if they wish to 
develop test plots of GE plants.  Site includes information on what companies and institutions are doing 
GE research, the traits and species being researched, the number and size of test plots and the state in 
which the test plots are located.  http://www.nbiap.vt.edu/cfdocs/fieldtests1.cfm 
 

GE Trees Listserve for updates on the GE trees issue 
To join the ÒfrankentreesÓ listserve and receive emails with information and updates about GE trees (but 
no discussion), send a blank message to Frankentrees-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 


